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Catheter Related Infections 
H. Seifert, B. Jansen and B. M. Farr, Eds. Marcel Dekker, 
1997. 466 pages, price $125. 
The series introduction begins with the sentence 
"Marcel Dekker, Inc., has for many years specialised in 
the publication of high-quality monographs in tightly 
focused areas in a variety of medical disciplines," and 
indeed this book conforms entirely with that aim. Its 
subject is essentially intravascular catheters, though 
there are also chapters on central nervous system 
implants and catheters used in chronic peritoneal dia- 
lysis. After two introductory chapters on pathogenesis 
and diagnosis, the book approaches the subject from 
two angles. Firstly, there are five chapters on infection 
due to specific pathogens and secondly, eight chapters 
on infections associated with specific catheter types. 
Finally, there is a closing chapter on prevention of 
catheter-related infections. The editors have gathered 
together an eminent group of contributors. 
The book is well set out with very few typing errors. 
Tables and diagrams are clear and although colour 
has not been used, this does not significantly affect 
the few clinical photographs where it may have been 
an advantage. It is thoroughly referenced with many of 
the references dated in the 1990s and even occasionally 
referring to publications in press in 1997. In such a 
multi-author book some degree of overlap between 
chapters is inevitable, but readers will be accustomed 
to this from similar publications. The chapters are 
consistently of a high standard. As a microbiologist I 
found it particularly enjoyable to read the chapter 
on coagulase-negative staphylococci, but perhaps this 
area does have an unfair advantage as so many im- 
portant advances in our understanding of patho- 
genesis have been made in recent years. Others with 
a practical interest in a particular catheter type may 
well turn to the latter part of the book to study that 
first. 
My only reservation relates to the decision to include 
a chapter on chronic peritoneal dialysis catheters. Al- 
though there are may similarities with intravascular 
catheters, there are also differences. For example, a full 
chapter could have easily been written on laboratory 
diagnosis, rather than just one page, so that it in- 
evitably goes into less depth than the rest of the book. 
An area which I personally would have liked to see 
more discussion, possibly even a chapter, is the use 
of IV teams. It is mentioned that there are many such 
teams in U.S.A., but few in Europe. It is claimed that 
they are highly cost-effective and have significantly 
lower complication rates (five-fold for phlebitis in 
peripheral catheters). Further exploration of the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages would have been helpful, 
particularly to those of us in Europe. 
For a specialist book, $125 is not an unreasonable 
price. One could argue that as intra-vascular catheters 
are used widely throughout hospitals, it is relevant o 
all physicians. However, in reality I expect it is those 
who have a particular interest that will read this book; 
namely, members of IV teams, clinical microbiologists, 
and those physicians who frequently use the more 
specialised and long-term catheters discussed in the 




Social Efficiency and Health 
P. Dohrmann, D. Henne-Bowns and B. Kremer. 
Thieme, 1997. 258 pages, price 168 Deutschmarks. 
I would like to begin this review by stating that I am 
an economist whose clinical knowledge of surgery is 
minimal. This is one of the main reasons I have never 
been tempted to publish a book on surgery. On reading 
this book, the principal theme of which is economics, 
I began to wish the editors (all surgeons) had been of 
a like mind. 
The book comprises a selection of papers and posters 
from the Third World conference on Social Efficiency 
and Economy held in Kiel in Germany in September 
1995. There are 143 papers (11 of which are in German) 
and 76 posters (all in English). The papers are of 
variable length, ranging from six sides to 12 lines. 
(Somewhat curiously, this means that some of the 
papers are shorter in length than the posters.) The 
papers are arranged into 28 different sections covering 
a wide range of surgical and non-surgical procedures 
and topics. 
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As already indicated, the central theme of the book 
is the role that economics has to play in surgery. The 
recognition of this important role is the one positive 
point I gained from the book. Unfortunately, the neg- 
ative points are many. 
The main problem with the book is that the vast 
majority of the papers are written by people with 
only a limited knowledge of economics. As a result, 
economics terms and issues are frequently mis- 
represented and misunderstood. Possibly the most 
glaring example of this is in the very first sentence of 
the book where it is claimed that the importance of 
health economics was first brought to the general 
attention of the medical world by a Swedish surgeon 
lOyears ago. The end product is a collection of papers 
from which very little (if anything) of value can be 
gleaned. Indeed, I would go so far as to suggest that 
the book could have a detrimental effect in that anyone 
reading this book who does not have a prior know- 
ledge of economics will, I fear, come away with a very 
poor and misleading impression of the discipline. 
The value of the book is further diminished by the 
absence of an index and the fact that there is not a 
single reference to other work in any of the papers 
and posters. The final nail in its coffin is its price. You 
don't have to be an economist to work out that at 
around £60, the cost of this book almost certainly 
exceeds its benefits. 
I will finish with a quote from the preface which 
succinctly sums up my views on this book: "Satis- 
factory results cannot be achieved without the par- 
ticipation of the professionals." What the editors eem 
to have overlooked is that this applies just as much 
to economics as it does to surgery. 
P. Shackley 
Lecturer in Health Economics, 
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